28                       THE APOLOGY.

The Gorgias is an earnest defence of that uncompromising
spirit which rendered it impossible for Socrates to conciliate
his judge* at the expense of truth, which made him prefer
'to die as Socrates than to live as Lysias,' -which prompted
him to forego the remainder of his life rather than sully the
past, and, at the cost of a few short years of decaying facul-
ties, to purchase a life which has triumphed over time.